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DESCHUTES LAND TRUST 
WALKS + HIKES 

From birds, to wildflowers, to fairy houses for kids, 
there are endless ways to get outside and explore 
your Land Trust protected lands! Join us today . . .



WALK S  +  H I KES 
get to know your protected lands
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Wildflower Photography
Whychus Canyon Preserve
May 5, 9am-noon, Mike Putnam 

Field Sketching
Metolius Preserve
May 23 & 24, 9am-5pm, 
Rebecca Brown-Thompson

Nature Journaling
Whychus Canyon Preserve
May 31, 9am-noon, Katie Eberhart

Skyline Forest
June 13, 8:30-10:30am, 
Bob Woodward

Metolius Preserve
June 26, 10am-1pm, 
Gary ‘Gus’ Gustafson

Metolius Preserve
August 22, 10am-1pm, 
Gary ‘Gus’ Gustafson

Skyline Forest
October 1, 4-7pm, Brad Chalfant
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Full hike descriptions + online registration: 
deschuteslandtrust.org/events

Nature Journaling
Indian Ford Meadow Preserve
June 6, 9am-noon, Katie Eberhart

Plein Aire Painting
Indian Ford Meadow Preserve
June 26, 8:30am-4pm, Janice Druian

Nature Journaling
Metolius Preserve
July 25, 9am-noon, Katie Eberhart

art in the field
Tap into your creative side with these artistic pursuits. From painting, to 
photography, to writing, find your creative outlet while you take inspiration 
from Land Trust protected lands.
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Join the Deschutes Land Trust for a naturalist-led 

walk or hike! From birds to butterflies, volunteer 

leaders help you explore the nature of your Land 

Trust protected lands. 

Browse our walks and hikes by topic here. 

Then, go online for full descriptions, difficulty 

ratings, registration, and outings listed by date: 

deschuteslandtrust.org/events

Registration: All walks and hikes are free. Group size is 
small to limit impact on our Preserves and give you the best 
experience possible. Registration for each outing opens 1 
month prior to the outing and can be done online any time 
of day or night. Once you register, detailed directions for the 
outing will be provided. 

Wait lists: Each outing offers a wait list in case of cancellations. 
We highly recommend that you add yourself to wait lists, as 
we regularly fill hikes from these lists. 
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Discover new places to mountain bike! The local’s secret, Skyline 
Forest, remains rideable even after the Two Bulls Fire. Or, join us on 
new routes through the pine forests of the Metolius Preserve.

bike rides



Full hike descriptions + online registration: 
deschuteslandtrust.org/events
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fall color walks + hikes

Butterfly Walk, Metolius Preserve
June 20, 10:30am-12:30pm

Join Amanda Egertson at the Metolius            

Preserve to watch butterflies and learn 
about their ecology and identification. 

Combine the best of Central Oregon in one outing: beautiful views and 
tasty brews. Work up a thirst on a hike at one of our protected lands, 
and then taste and learn about featured beers from a local brewery.

Whychus Canyon Preserve
May 20, 5-8pm, Deschutes Brewery

Rimrock Ranch
June 3, 5-8pm, GoodLife Brewing

Metolius Preserve
September 23, 4-7pm, 
Bridge 99 Brewery

Camp Polk Meadow Preserve
October 7, 4-6:30pm, 
Three Creeks Brewing

Alder Springs Confluence Hike
April 5, 9am-4pm, Daniele McKay

Alder Springs Hike
April 10, 9am-2pm, Derek Loeb

Whychus Canyon Preserve Hike
April 11, 9am-1pm, Daniele McKay

Summit Loop Hike
Smith Rock State Park
April 22, 9am-4pm, Daniele McKay

Summit Loop Hike
Smith Rock State Park
May 3, 9am-4pm, Derek Loeb

Rimrock Ranch Hike
June 4, 9am-1pm, Daniele McKay

Columbia Canal Walk
Skyline Forest
June 26, 9-11am, Daniele McKay

Volcano Hike
Skyline Forest
August 15, 5-8pm, Daniele McKay

Rimrock Ranch Hike
September 20, 9am-1pm, Derek Loeb

Whychus Canyon Preserve 
   Addition Hike
September 27, 9am-1pm, Derek Loeb

Alder Springs Confluence Hike
October 2, 9am-4pm, Derek Loeb

Whychus Canyon Preserve Hike
October 10, 9am-3pm, Derek Loeb

Summit Loop Hike
Smith Rock State Park
November 1, 9am-4pm, Derek Loeb
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 * Hike canyons and creeks while you brush up on your rock talk. From the 
volcanic peaks of the Cascades, to the basalt canyons, learn the stories 
behind Central Oregon’s geology.

Whychus Canyon Preserve Hike	
October 3, 9am-4pm, Jane Meissner

Metolius Preserve Hike
October 9, 9am-3pm, Jane Meissner

Camp Polk Meadow Preserve Walk
October 22, 10am-noon, Carol Wall

Rimrock Ranch Hike
October 23, 3-6pm, Mary Crow

Experience the colors of autumn on our fall hikes. From scarlet vine 
maple, to golden aspen, your colorful Land Trust protected lands are 
beautiful to explore in the fall.
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geology walks + hikes
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exploratory hikes
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History is alive and well in Central Oregon! Learn stories of long-
forgotten places while you walk in the footsteps of those before us.

Interested in digging into a new place on a longer hike? Explore 
the canyons, creeks, and forests of these scenic lands.

Earth Day Hike
Whychus Canyon Preserve
April 22, 10am-3pm, Mary Crow

Alder Springs 
   Confluence Hike
May 9, 9am-4pm, Jane Meissner

Lake Creek Trail Hike
Metolius Preserve
June 1, 9:30am-2:30pm, Mary Crow

Three Creek Butte Hike
Skyline Forest
July 8, 9am-3pm, Jane Meissner

Fire + Ice Hike
Metolius Preserve
July 10, 8am-4pm, Daniele McKay

Lake Creek Trail Hike
Metolius Preserve
September 4, 9am-2pm, 
Carol Moorehead

Whychus Canyon 
   Preserve Addition Hike
September 18, 9am-1pm, 
Carol Moorehead

Metolius Preserve Hike
September 26, 9am-3pm, 
Jane Meissner

Lake Creek Trail Hike
Metolius Preserve
September 27, 9am-2pm, David Miller

Whychus Canyon 
   Preserve Addition Hike 
September 30, 9am-1pm, Jane Meissner

Alder Springs Confluence Hike
October 8, 9am-4pm, Carol Moorehead

Summit Loop Hike
Smith Rock State Park
October 15, 9am-4pm, Mary Crow

Water + Wood Walk
Skyline Forest
April 4, 9am-noon, Leslie Olson

Santiam Wagon Road Walk
Whychus Canyon Preserve
May 6, 10am-noon, Kelly Madden

History Walk
Camp Polk Meadow Preserve
May 14, 10am-noon, Kelly Madden

Water + Wood Walk	
Skyline Forest
May 16, 9am-noon, Leslie Olson

History Walk
Camp Polk Meadow Preserve
June 5, 10am-noon, 
Gary ‘Gus’ Gustafson
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Water + Wood Walk
Skyline Forest
June 20, 9am-noon, Leslie Olson

Santiam Wagon Road Walk
Whychus Canyon Preserve
September 18, 9am-2pm, 
Jane Meissner

Spirits of Camp Polk 
   Meadow Preserve
October 30, 3-5pm, Kelly Madden

history walks + hikes

Full hike descriptions + online registration: 
deschuteslandtrust.org/events



odds + ends

night adventuresjust for kids + families
Enjoy warm summer evenings in nature! From full moons to 
stars, get outside and soak in the darkness.

wanders

Round up your kids and join the Land Trust to explore the world of 
nature! Hands-on activities and kid-length hikes make these outings 
perfect for kids with a grown-up in tow.

Full Moon Hike
Metolius Preserve
May 27, 8-10pm, 
Gary ‘Gus’ Gustafson

Star Party
Rimrock Ranch
July 11, 8-11pm, Jim Hammond

Star Party
Rimrock Ranch
August 8, 7:30-10:30pm, 
Jim Hammond

Mama + Baby Birds, (ages 4-10)
Camp Polk Meadow Preserve
May 9, 9-11am, Mary Yanalcanlin

Kids and Cairns (ages 6-12)
Whychus Canyon Preserve
June 13, 9am-noon, Ginny Elliott

Solstice Bird Walk (ages 4-10)
Camp Polk Meadow Preserve
June 27, 9-11am, Mary Yanalcanlin

Kids’ Meadow Marvels (ages 6-12)
Indian Ford Meadow Preserve
July 11, 10am-noon, Ginny Elliott

Kids’ Butterfly Walk (ages 4-10)
Metolius Preserve
July 18, 10am-1pm, Sue Anderson

Kids’ Butterfly Walk (ages 4-10)
Metolius Preserve
July 22, 10am-1pm, Sue Anderson

Kids’ Forest Fun (ages 6-12)
Metolius Preserve
August 8, 10am-noon, 
Ginny Elliott

Animal Signs (ages 3-5)
Metolius Preserve
August 29, 10am-noon, 
Kelly Madden

Fairy Houses (ages 3-5)
Metolius Preserve
September 12, 10am-noon, 
Kelly Madden

Kids Falling for Nature 
(ages 4-10)
Metolius Preserve
October 10, 10am-noon, 
Mary Yanalcanlin

Geology Wander
Whychus Canyon Preserve
May 9, 9-11am, Derek Loeb

Metolius Preserve Wander
June 11, 10am-noon, Carol Wall

Mom and Pop Wander
Indian Ford Meadow Preserve
June 24, 9:30-10:30am, 
Kelly Madden
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Geology Wander
Metolius Preserve
July 18, 9-11am, Derek Loeb

Mountain Wander
Indian Ford Meadow Preserve
September 9, 9:30-10:30am, 
Kelly Madden

Fall Colors Wander
Indian Ford Meadow Preserve
October 21, 9:30-10:30am, 
Kelly Madden

Star Party
Rimrock Ranch
September 12, 6:30-9:30pm, 
Jim Hammond

Super Moon Hike
Rimrock Ranch
September 27, 4-8:30pm, Mary Crow

Some Land Trust outings defy categorization! Come paddle with us, find 
your inner peace with tree yoga, or dig deeper into the ecology of fire. 

Explore your Land Trust Preserves on a short, easy walk—a wander! 
Perfect if you don’t have much time, or don’t want to break a sweat.

Introduction to Land 
Trust Preserves
May 22, 10am-2pm, Mary Crow

Fire Ecology Walk
Skyline Forest
June 11, 4-7pm, Steve Fitzgerald

Fire Ecology Walk
Skyline Forest
June 12, 9am-noon, Steve Fitzgerald

Tree Yoga
Indian Ford Meadow Preserve
July 23, 7-8:30pm, Maret Pajutee

Tree Yoga
Indian Ford Meadow Preserve
August 20, 6:30-8pm, Maret Pajutee

Thomas Preserve Paddle
September 10, 9am-2pm, 
Jen Zalewski
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From elusive elk and cougar, to bright 
warblers and soaring raptors, explore 
your Land Trust protected lands and 
the wildlife that inhabits them.

Whychus Canyon Preserve Hike
April 17, 9am-2pm, Carol Moorehead

Whychus Canyon Preserve Hike
April 23, 10am-2pm, Jane Meissner

Alder Springs Confluence Hike
April 24, 9am-4pm, Carol Moorehead

Alder Springs Hike
May 1, 9am-2pm, Jane Meissner

Alder Springs Hike
May 10, 10am-2pm, David Miller

Whychus Canyon Preserve Hike
May 21, 9am-3pm, Jane Meissner

Rimrock Ranch Hike
May 22, 10am-1pm, Carol Moorehead

Whychus Canyon Preserve Hike
May 23, 9am-2pm, David Miller

Camp Polk Meadow 
   Preserve Walk
May 27, 9am-1pm, Jane Meissner

Coffer Ranch Hike
May 29, 8:30am-1:30pm, 
Carol Moorehead

Three Creek Butte Hike
Skyline Forest
June 5, 9am-3pm, Jane Meissner

Camp Polk Meadow
   Preserve Walk
June 7, 10am-noon, David Miller

Whychus Canyon 
   Preserve Hike
June 17, 9am-2pm, Jane Meissner

Metolius Preserve Hike
June 20, 9am-3pm, Jane Meissner

Spring Creek Walk
June 21, 8:30-11:30am, David Miller

Metolius Preserve Walk
July 5, 9am-1pm, David Miller

bird walks
Camp Polk Meadow Preserve
April 3, 8-11am, Jan Rising

Beginning Bird Walk
Indian Ford Meadow Preserve
April 7, 9-11am, Jan Rising

Beginning Bird Walk
Camp Polk Meadow Preserve
April 11, 8:30-10:30am, Carol Wall

Camp Polk Meadow Preserve
April 17, 8-11am, Jan Rising

Metolius Preserve
April 25, 8-11am, Bill Mitchell

Camp Polk Meadow Preserve
May 15, 8-11am, Jan Rising

Camp Polk Meadow Preserve
May 16, 8-11am, Bill Mitchell

Beginning Bird Walk
Indian Ford Meadow Preserve
May 18, 8-10am, Jan Rising

Camp Polk Meadow Preserve
May 21, 8-11am, Jan Rising

Camp Polk Meadow Preserve
May 26, 8-11am, Jan Rising

Spring Creek
June 6, 8-11am, Bill Mitchell

Camp Polk Meadow Preserve
June 12, 8-11am, Jan Rising

Metolius Preserve
June 17, 8:30-11:30am, Jen Zalewski

Camp Polk Meadow Preserve
September 26, 9am-noon, 
Bill Mitchell

wildlife walks
Mammals of the Metolius
Metolius Preserve
May 15, 10am-noon, 
Gary ‘Gus’ Gustafson

Mammals of the Metolius
Metolius Preserve
June 6, 10am-noon, 
Gary ‘Gus’ Gustafson

Butterfly Walk
Metolius Preserve
June 19, 10:30am-12:30pm, 
Amanda Egertson

Butterfly Walk
Metolius Preserve
July 24, 10am-1pm, Sue Anderson
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wildflower walks + hikes
From early spring bitterroot, to mid-summer lilies, hike your way 
through wildflower season and see the diverse array of native plants 
Central Oregon has to offer.

wildlife walks + hikes

 deschutes land trust  { 2015 walks + hikes }     11 }

kris kristo
vich

jo
h

n
 w

illiam
s

kris kristo
vich

john williams

Full hike descriptions + online registration: 
deschuteslandtrust.org/events



twenty year challenge

phone [541] 330 0017
210 nw irving avenue, suite 102, bend, oregon 97701

deschuteslandtrust.org

lands in trust protected forever

for full hike descriptions, difficulty ratings, and online 
registration, visit: deschuteslandtrust.org/events

Come hike with us!

The Land Trust is turning 20! Celebrate our 20th year by challenging 
yourself to accomplish 20 things on this list:

1. Go drink a beer at Deschutes 
Brewery. The Land Trust was founded 
there! Send us your picture.

2. Take a hike along Whychus Creek. 
Get to know the creek that has been a 
focus of our work for 20 years. 

3. Take a photo of your favorite spot 
at a Land Trust Preserve and post it on 
our Facebook Page or email it to us.

4. Spot a bird at Camp Polk Meadow 
Preserve’s Hindman Springs. The 
Preserve is a birding hot spot with 
more than 160 species observed.

5. Take a photo of the scenic views 
at Indian Ford Meadow Preserve. 
Did you know this was the first Land 
Trust Preserve?

6. Count how many spring wildflow-
ers you can find at Whychus Canyon 
Preserve. Send us your list!

7. Check out the forests of the 
Metolius Preserve. Decide whether 
the ancient ponderosa pines smell 
like vanilla or butterscotch.

8. Thank a volunteer. The Land 
Trust is indebted to our team of 
volunteers for their help conserv-
ing the best of Central Oregon.

9. Find a sign of wildlife at a 
Land Trust Preserve and send us 
a photo. 

10. Find an old juniper that looks 
like our logo. Send us a picture!

Find 10 more things to help 
celebrate the Land Trust’s 
20th Anniversary:
deschuteslandtrust.org/20years
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