CAMP POLK MEADOW:
A HISTORICAL CROSSROADS

Camp Polk Meadow has been a historical crossroads

for thousands of years. First the meadow supplied plentiful
food and water for generations of Native American
tribes. Then, it became a hub when explorers, soldiers,
entrepreneurs, and settlers moved West to build the
community we see today.

Who lived here over the years? Where did they come from?




THE HISTORY OF CAMP POLK MEADOW

The timeline which follows highlights some of the amazing history of Camp Polk Meadow. You can learn more by

reading Martin Winch’s book Biography of a Place, by walking the short loop through the meadow, and by joining
the Land Trust on a guided hike.
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Native Americans on Westward migration Samuel and Jane Forty-two soldiers were Hindman family (Samuel,
their seasonal rounds egan along the Hindman (“Hineman”) sent to protect commerce  ETIREI R[N BT
camped in this meadow left Omaha to go west along the new wagon Daniel, and Sarah) settled
of plentiful food and on the Oregon Trail. road, a narrow wagon at Camp Polk between
water. Wasco p The Willamette Valley track over the mid- 1868-1870. The Hindmans
may have re and Cascade Mountain Cascades. The soldiers maintained the Santiam
the creek ang Military Wagon Road built eight log structures Wagon Road and managed
here as “Why- Company surveyed a at Camp Polk Meadow Hindman Station—a store,
(“a place to cross route suitable for wagons and over-wintered post office, and stopping
water”), and Paiute between Albany and = September—May. They place for travelers. Until
people referred to the _ & = named their camp for 1885, maps named only three
area as “Sic-se-qua” 3 i Polk County—home to Central Oregon settlements:
(“tall rye grass”). ~ , j ; , /ag ’ most of the soldiers and Prineville, Warm Springs,

. L i rys ~ passed through Camp to their Captain. and Camp Polk.

Sahaptin woman and man outside tipi covered with

woven tule mats. Photo courtesy of Deschutes County i
Historical Society. - 18 % PVT. JONAS BELKNAP. COURTESY HINDMAN FAMILY C. 1870
" OF JEFF DYGERT COLLECTION COURTESY OF JOYCE HINDMAN
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s M;r.th:é'_Tayl'bfifv‘Cobb married Charley Hindman, 'son of Samuel and
 Jane Hindman. Martha crossed the Cascades with her farnily:in

1880. She rah-a roadhouse east of Sisters until she married Charley,

d ran-a ranch at the old Hindman Station until her death in 1940.

The Fryrear family homest
the northern portion of C

to grow grass, clover, o.
and barley.
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CHARLEY HINDMAN AND MARTHA TAYLOR COBB (TO THE RIGHT OF THE CAR) C. 1918.
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mains of the Hindman Hindrman barn sufféred’severe
house were torn down due damage.in-a windstorms
to the level of disrepair.
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